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3 REASONS YOU MIGHT NEED TO CALL YOUR 
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY INSURANCE AGENT

AUGUST 2018

1.   If you fell for all that crap about not purchasing a UM policy (Uninsured/Underinsured) not being a big deal 
because it will reduce your monthly payments, and that all you need is liability and collision and you have “full 
coverage.” PLEASE !!! Hurry up and call them immediately and tell them, “I would like to come in and purchase 
a UM policy so that when one of Louisiana’s crazy drivers hits me and doesn’t have a policy on their vehicle I can 
still recover money if they hurt me.” If you don’t have UM and this happens the next time you are on your way 
somewhere “YOU WON’T BE RECEIVING A DIME FOR YOUR INJURIES.”

2.   If you decided having rental car coverage was a bad idea. Guess what? Not every Louisiana motorist that is 
likely to hit you will have rental coverage on their policy either. So you will be sitting at home, catching rides 
or hitch hiking to get around unless you put your foot down and demand it be placed within your policy before 
walking out of your agent’s o�  ce.

3.   If you were absent minded enough to have your household members (husband, children and anyone living 
there) listed as an excluded driver but they just happen to use your car all the time. They will be treated by 
Louisiana law as if there was no policy on the vehicle at ALL regarding their bodily injury compensation. They 
will be excluded from recovery for the fi rst $15,000.00 and only able to recover under the exceptions of Louisiana 
Revised Statute 32:866 which allows you to recover absent of an auto liability policy when the other driver 
was cited for being drunk, intentionally caused the accident, fl ees the scene of the accident or is engaged in the 
commission of a felony at the time the accident occurs.

T E S T I MON IA L
 Hello Everyone, my name is KéGan Taylor. 
 I would like to tell everyone I am very 
 happy with the service I received from Don 
 Williams Attorney at Law. Don Williams 
 and his sta�  work in a timely and
 professional manner. If you are in need of 
 an attorney I strongly recommend Don 
 Williams.

T E S T I MON IA L
   Hi, my name is Anastasia Douglas and I am a 
client of attorney Don Williams. I was recently 
involved with Don Williams and his sta�  and his 
entire team are very professional. � ey are very 
kind, they are always there to talk to you whenev-
er you have any questions or you just want to call 
and say hey and let them know whats going on in 
your life and how your progress is going. � ey are 

absolutely fantastic. � is is the team you want to work for you. I’m 
telling you, they will get you every dollar that you deserve and they 
will go above and beyond for you from day one until the very end.  - 
Anastasia Douglas of Denham Springs, Louisiana
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“Be Willing to Embarrass Yourself”
(Inside the Mind of Don Series)

March 2021

While attending a conference in Washington, D.C., prior to the pandemic, I was tasked 
with leading a seminar on the final day. The seminar involved discussion regarding the 
identification of other possible defendants in trucking cases aside from the driver, company, 
and insurer. Prior to grabbing the pointer device which allows you to bring attention to a 
certain topic on the projector screen, I would not have even volunteered to speak without 
being urged to do so because the subject matter was outside of my comfort zone. However, 
after about three minutes into the discussion, I found myself having a full grasp of the 
material that had been covered throughout the previous two days of the conference. If I had 
not stood up and taken the risk that day, I would have left the conference the next morning 
feeling unsure of my understanding of the material.  

 However, this was the sole purpose of me attending the conference and once I managed 
to figure the technology out, my grasp of the material exceeded even my own expectations 
and to this day, I find myself using some of the techniques I learned when handling my ex-
isting cases.

 Another instance of me “being willing to embarrass myself” was on Client Appreciation 
Day, back in August 2016. I somehow found myself under the illusion that I could suc-
cessfully perform a few of my favorite tunes. I sang Al Green’s, “Let’s Stay Together” and 
Jodeci’s, “Come and Talk to Me,” and well, to make a long story short, singing Al Green did 
not come off too well but Jodeci was more of a success! Now, I’m not by any means a pro-
fessional singer, it is a hobby at best but I was still able to pull this off with just a brief re-
hearsal. Nevertheless, despite my lack of professional singing ability, those of you that were 
in attendance seemed to be so shocked by my attempt and most importantly, it provided 
great entertainment.

 I was also surprised by how many of you who thought enough of me to attend; hav-
ing you all show up and share this with me was the highlight of my day. I plan to do these 
again once we can escape COVID-19; I even think about the songs that I may attempt next 
time! As a child, music and singing were hobbies of mine, so the whole dynamic of singing 
in front of people never really bothered me but, the point that I want to make is, if you’re 
afraid to be embarrassed, you may never experience the feeling of moving your audience 
through your vocal interpretation.



 When I was a young lawyer, oftentimes things would not go as I had planned because 
the information was all so new to me and when it came to case outcomes, I didn’t know 
what to expect. I quickly learned that I had to take a chance and be willing to test the 
theories in my practice guides and even risk embarrassment on some occasions in order to 
become more experienced. As a result of taking risks, I now usually know the outcomes of 
many of your cases before you even sign your name on the contingency fee agreement.

 Of course, on some occasions a surprise or two will present itself and take the case 
in a totally different direction which is why I never make guarantees. However, I still enjoy 
having a wealth of knowledge to lean on when you all seek my services. The moral of my 
story is- had I not been willing to embarrass myself in the early years of my law practice, 
my current reality would not exist.

Client family, I challenge you all to think about something that you would really love to 
do that could potentially improve your future both socially and economically. When think-
ing about what it is you would love to do, narrow that down even further to something that 
you would really love to do but, you are afraid to do because if you failed it would embar-
rass you. Keep that thing in mind, and go do it (as long as it would not violate any COVID-
19 restrictions or place you or anyone else in danger of physical harm).

Now go embarrass yourself, by failing spectacularly; but while doing so, learn what you 
need to know from the experience to get closer to your goal and send me an email about 
the experience!

Your truck Wreck Lawyer,

 Don R. Williams
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walking out of your agent’s o�  ce.

3.   If you were absent minded enough to have your household members (husband, children and anyone living 
there) listed as an excluded driver but they just happen to use your car all the time. They will be treated by 
Louisiana law as if there was no policy on the vehicle at ALL regarding their bodily injury compensation. They 
will be excluded from recovery for the fi rst $15,000.00 and only able to recover under the exceptions of Louisiana 
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was cited for being drunk, intentionally caused the accident, fl ees the scene of the accident or is engaged in the 
commission of a felony at the time the accident occurs.

T E S T I MON IA L
 Hello Everyone, my name is KéGan Taylor. 
 I would like to tell everyone I am very 
 happy with the service I received from Don 
 Williams Attorney at Law. Don Williams 
 and his sta�  work in a timely and
 professional manner. If you are in need of 
 an attorney I strongly recommend Don 
 Williams.

T E S T I MON IA L
   Hi, my name is Anastasia Douglas and I am a 
client of attorney Don Williams. I was recently 
involved with Don Williams and his sta�  and his 
entire team are very professional. � ey are very 
kind, they are always there to talk to you whenev-
er you have any questions or you just want to call 
and say hey and let them know whats going on in 
your life and how your progress is going. � ey are 

absolutely fantastic. � is is the team you want to work for you. I’m 
telling you, they will get you every dollar that you deserve and they 
will go above and beyond for you from day one until the very end.  - 
Anastasia Douglas of Denham Springs, Louisiana

2435 DRUSILLA LANE, SUITE K   •   BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70809
(Century21 Building)

(225) 907-2673   •   cell: (225) 312-6804   •   www.drwlawyer.com

The receipt of this newsletter does not constitute legal 
advice or representation. Its purpose is to provide 

general information and entertain.

Involved in an 18 Wheeler Accident
or Commercial Vehicle
CALL US TODAY!!!
225-907-2673

3 REASONS YOU MIGHT NEED TO CALL YOUR 
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY INSURANCE AGENT

AUGUST 2018

1.   If you fell for all that crap about not purchasing a UM policy (Uninsured/Underinsured) not being a big deal 
because it will reduce your monthly payments, and that all you need is liability and collision and you have “full 
coverage.” PLEASE !!! Hurry up and call them immediately and tell them, “I would like to come in and purchase 
a UM policy so that when one of Louisiana’s crazy drivers hits me and doesn’t have a policy on their vehicle I can 
still recover money if they hurt me.” If you don’t have UM and this happens the next time you are on your way 
somewhere “YOU WON’T BE RECEIVING A DIME FOR YOUR INJURIES.”

2.   If you decided having rental car coverage was a bad idea. Guess what? Not every Louisiana motorist that is 
likely to hit you will have rental coverage on their policy either. So you will be sitting at home, catching rides 
or hitch hiking to get around unless you put your foot down and demand it be placed within your policy before 
walking out of your agent’s o�  ce.

3.   If you were absent minded enough to have your household members (husband, children and anyone living 
there) listed as an excluded driver but they just happen to use your car all the time. They will be treated by 
Louisiana law as if there was no policy on the vehicle at ALL regarding their bodily injury compensation. They 
will be excluded from recovery for the fi rst $15,000.00 and only able to recover under the exceptions of Louisiana 
Revised Statute 32:866 which allows you to recover absent of an auto liability policy when the other driver 
was cited for being drunk, intentionally caused the accident, fl ees the scene of the accident or is engaged in the 
commission of a felony at the time the accident occurs.

T E S T I MON IA L
 Hello Everyone, my name is KéGan Taylor. 
 I would like to tell everyone I am very 
 happy with the service I received from Don 
 Williams Attorney at Law. Don Williams 
 and his sta�  work in a timely and
 professional manner. If you are in need of 
 an attorney I strongly recommend Don 
 Williams.

T E S T I MON IA L
   Hi, my name is Anastasia Douglas and I am a 
client of attorney Don Williams. I was recently 
involved with Don Williams and his sta�  and his 
entire team are very professional. � ey are very 
kind, they are always there to talk to you whenev-
er you have any questions or you just want to call 
and say hey and let them know whats going on in 
your life and how your progress is going. � ey are 

absolutely fantastic. � is is the team you want to work for you. I’m 
telling you, they will get you every dollar that you deserve and they 
will go above and beyond for you from day one until the very end.  - 
Anastasia Douglas of Denham Springs, Louisiana

FREE DOWNLOADS - Visit www.drwlawyer.com

6 Reasons Your Car Accident May Be Worthless
Visit www.drwlawyer.com

Scroll down to Click Here, Complete Form and receive your Free Download

NOW ACCEPTING REFERRALS OF

DELIVERY TRUCK/VAN ACCIDENTS!



If you guys are 
looking for someone 
who is going to 
work hard and 
is going to think 
outside the box and 
not just focus on 
law, but also the 
practices that are 
affiliated with your 
case and get the

job done quickly and efficiently, then Don is your man. 
All I can say at this point, is “Case Closed”!

Theodoris Thyssen and her daughter Tori of 
Baton Rouge, LA by way of Plaquemine, LA

Hi,  My name is Latorria Ross and I 
used Don Williams for all three of the 
accidents that I was involved in. He’s 
very good at what he does and he got 
me a lot of money. 

Thank you, Don Williams.

Latorria Ross
Denham Springs, Louisiana
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DWI?
For a consultation or representation

CALL US TODAY!!!
225-907-2673

The answer to the question posed in the title has a myriad of answers depending on how the episode 
between you and the arresting officer unfolded.
 The best-case scenario is that you had very little to drink, accompanied by an adequate meal which would 
have aided you in blowing under the legal limit of 0.08 – that’s if you were absent minded enough to blow in the 
first place, as most of us are. The second-best scenario is that during the traffic stop you elected to opt out of not 
only blowing within the breath test, but also what is called “field sobriety.” The third scenario involves you 
swerving while the officer had his headlight camera on your vehicle, allowing stumbling and slurred speech to 
dominate your interaction during “field sobriety,” and rendering a reading far in excess of 0.08 (in the 
neighborhood of 1.00) after blowing during the breath test.

If the best-case scenario presented itself, a competent representative will likely press the prosecution for a 
dismissal and totally ignore the prosecutors attempt to have you plea to a lesser offense or participate in PTI. This 
will ultimately end with a trial, where you will have the advantage (unless the prosecutor relents and dismisses the 
case). The second-best scenario will give competent counsel an opportunity to advocate for the amendment to a 
lesser charge or a dismissal with the leverage of the city or state prosecutor having minimal evidence. But this will 
depend on how you appeared to operate the vehicle while coming to a stop and your stupor upon exiting the 
vehicle and refusing field sobriety and the breath test. In the third scenario competent counsel has options, but he 
or she is working from a disadvantaged position. He or she can do one of the following: 1) Allow you to roll the 
dice with being accepted within the local PTI program which is available in most jurisdictions for first timers, or 
2) arrange a plea bargain with favorable conditions that permit you to later have the offense expunged from your
record. 

All of the scenarios discussed above are hypothetical and greatly depend on the jurisdiction you live in, the 
competence of the litigants, and your number of previous DWI arrests and convictions. Whether it be your public 
defender or retained counsel, be sure to listen carefully to the options they present prior to making a final decision 
while navigating this process. Speak with you again soon!

-Your DWI educator, Don R. Williams

“I JUST GOT A DWI!!!!!! NOW WHAT???”
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The answer to the question posed in the title has a myriad of answers depending on how the episode 
between you and the arresting officer unfolded.
 The best-case scenario is that you had very little to drink, accompanied by an adequate meal which would 
have aided you in blowing under the legal limit of 0.08 – that’s if you were absent minded enough to blow in the 
first place, as most of us are. The second-best scenario is that during the traffic stop you elected to opt out of not 
only blowing within the breath test, but also what is called “field sobriety.” The third scenario involves you 
swerving while the officer had his headlight camera on your vehicle, allowing stumbling and slurred speech to 
dominate your interaction during “field sobriety,” and rendering a reading far in excess of 0.08 (in the 
neighborhood of 1.00) after blowing during the breath test.

If the best-case scenario presented itself, a competent representative will likely press the prosecution for a 
dismissal and totally ignore the prosecutors attempt to have you plea to a lesser offense or participate in PTI. This 
will ultimately end with a trial, where you will have the advantage (unless the prosecutor relents and dismisses the 
case). The second-best scenario will give competent counsel an opportunity to advocate for the amendment to a 
lesser charge or a dismissal with the leverage of the city or state prosecutor having minimal evidence. But this will 
depend on how you appeared to operate the vehicle while coming to a stop and your stupor upon exiting the 
vehicle and refusing field sobriety and the breath test. In the third scenario competent counsel has options, but he 
or she is working from a disadvantaged position. He or she can do one of the following: 1) Allow you to roll the 
dice with being accepted within the local PTI program which is available in most jurisdictions for first timers, or 
2) arrange a plea bargain with favorable conditions that permit you to later have the offense expunged from your
record. 

All of the scenarios discussed above are hypothetical and greatly depend on the jurisdiction you live in, the 
competence of the litigants, and your number of previous DWI arrests and convictions. Whether it be your public 
defender or retained counsel, be sure to listen carefully to the options they present prior to making a final decision 
while navigating this process. Speak with you again soon!

-Your DWI educator, Don R. Williams
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5 REASONS YOU MAY WANT TO CONSIDER
A TRIAL OVER A GUILTY PLEA

When facing a DWI conviction there are a MINIMUM of 5 instances where risking a trial 
may be in your best interest.  Please see them below:

1) The first instance involves a scenario where you did NOT blow into the breath test and you outwardly
    appeared normal on the o�cer’s surveillance video. 
2) The second instance is where you DID blow, but you blew below the legal limit of 0.08 and you operated your
    vehicle in a controlled manner while coming to a stop, as shown on the footage from the o�cer’s surveillance 
    video.
3) A third instance is when you ran o� the road but did NOT blow or receive a blood test. This scenario provides
    a possible defense of loss of control of the vehicle due to fatigue.
4) In the fourth instance, you blew below the legal limit, but performed horribly during the field sobriety 
    examination. This is the point during the tra�c stop where the o�cer had you walking in a straight line, 
    raising your legs, saying your ABC’s, counting, and kept shining that light in your face. Here, there may be a 
    possible defense based on your academic or prior physical limitations.
5) The last instance is when you blew below the 0.08 limit, performed well during the field sobriety 
    examination, but your speech was questionable. If you have su�ered damage to your pituitary gland due to 
    head trauma or naturally have a speech impediment and have witnesses who can attest to this, 
   then trial may be an option.

ALL of the above listed instances are merely things to consider and discuss with your advocate during the 
course of making your decision. Please DO NOT make a rash decision that may result in jail time without 
consulting competent counsel. This WARNING especially goes for those facing their 3RD or 4TH DWI 
conviction. 

That will be all for this chapter from your DWI educator,
Don R. Williams. Speak with you again soon!
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The answer to the question posed in the title has a myriad of answers depending on how the episode 
between you and the arresting officer unfolded.
 The best-case scenario is that you had very little to drink, accompanied by an adequate meal which would 
have aided you in blowing under the legal limit of 0.08 – that’s if you were absent minded enough to blow in the 
first place, as most of us are. The second-best scenario is that during the traffic stop you elected to opt out of not 
only blowing within the breath test, but also what is called “field sobriety.” The third scenario involves you 
swerving while the officer had his headlight camera on your vehicle, allowing stumbling and slurred speech to 
dominate your interaction during “field sobriety,” and rendering a reading far in excess of 0.08 (in the 
neighborhood of 1.00) after blowing during the breath test.

If the best-case scenario presented itself, a competent representative will likely press the prosecution for a 
dismissal and totally ignore the prosecutors attempt to have you plea to a lesser offense or participate in PTI. This 
will ultimately end with a trial, where you will have the advantage (unless the prosecutor relents and dismisses the 
case). The second-best scenario will give competent counsel an opportunity to advocate for the amendment to a 
lesser charge or a dismissal with the leverage of the city or state prosecutor having minimal evidence. But this will 
depend on how you appeared to operate the vehicle while coming to a stop and your stupor upon exiting the 
vehicle and refusing field sobriety and the breath test. In the third scenario competent counsel has options, but he 
or she is working from a disadvantaged position. He or she can do one of the following: 1) Allow you to roll the 
dice with being accepted within the local PTI program which is available in most jurisdictions for first timers, or 
2) arrange a plea bargain with favorable conditions that permit you to later have the offense expunged from your
record. 

All of the scenarios discussed above are hypothetical and greatly depend on the jurisdiction you live in, the 
competence of the litigants, and your number of previous DWI arrests and convictions. Whether it be your public 
defender or retained counsel, be sure to listen carefully to the options they present prior to making a final decision 
while navigating this process. Speak with you again soon!

-Your DWI educator, Don R. Williams
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The answer to the question posed in the title has a myriad of answers depending on how the episode 
between you and the arresting officer unfolded.
 The best-case scenario is that you had very little to drink, accompanied by an adequate meal which would 
have aided you in blowing under the legal limit of 0.08 – that’s if you were absent minded enough to blow in the 
first place, as most of us are. The second-best scenario is that during the traffic stop you elected to opt out of not 
only blowing within the breath test, but also what is called “field sobriety.” The third scenario involves you 
swerving while the officer had his headlight camera on your vehicle, allowing stumbling and slurred speech to 
dominate your interaction during “field sobriety,” and rendering a reading far in excess of 0.08 (in the 
neighborhood of 1.00) after blowing during the breath test.

If the best-case scenario presented itself, a competent representative will likely press the prosecution for a 
dismissal and totally ignore the prosecutors attempt to have you plea to a lesser offense or participate in PTI. This 
will ultimately end with a trial, where you will have the advantage (unless the prosecutor relents and dismisses the 
case). The second-best scenario will give competent counsel an opportunity to advocate for the amendment to a 
lesser charge or a dismissal with the leverage of the city or state prosecutor having minimal evidence. But this will 
depend on how you appeared to operate the vehicle while coming to a stop and your stupor upon exiting the 
vehicle and refusing field sobriety and the breath test. In the third scenario competent counsel has options, but he 
or she is working from a disadvantaged position. He or she can do one of the following: 1) Allow you to roll the 
dice with being accepted within the local PTI program which is available in most jurisdictions for first timers, or 
2) arrange a plea bargain with favorable conditions that permit you to later have the offense expunged from your
record. 

All of the scenarios discussed above are hypothetical and greatly depend on the jurisdiction you live in, the 
competence of the litigants, and your number of previous DWI arrests and convictions. Whether it be your public 
defender or retained counsel, be sure to listen carefully to the options they present prior to making a final decision 
while navigating this process. Speak with you again soon!

-Your DWI educator, Don R. Williams
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The answer to the question posed in the title has a myriad of answers depending on how the episode 
between you and the arresting officer unfolded.
 The best-case scenario is that you had very little to drink, accompanied by an adequate meal which would 
have aided you in blowing under the legal limit of 0.08 – that’s if you were absent minded enough to blow in the 
first place, as most of us are. The second-best scenario is that during the traffic stop you elected to opt out of not 
only blowing within the breath test, but also what is called “field sobriety.” The third scenario involves you 
swerving while the officer had his headlight camera on your vehicle, allowing stumbling and slurred speech to 
dominate your interaction during “field sobriety,” and rendering a reading far in excess of 0.08 (in the 
neighborhood of 1.00) after blowing during the breath test.

If the best-case scenario presented itself, a competent representative will likely press the prosecution for a 
dismissal and totally ignore the prosecutors attempt to have you plea to a lesser offense or participate in PTI. This 
will ultimately end with a trial, where you will have the advantage (unless the prosecutor relents and dismisses the 
case). The second-best scenario will give competent counsel an opportunity to advocate for the amendment to a 
lesser charge or a dismissal with the leverage of the city or state prosecutor having minimal evidence. But this will 
depend on how you appeared to operate the vehicle while coming to a stop and your stupor upon exiting the 
vehicle and refusing field sobriety and the breath test. In the third scenario competent counsel has options, but he 
or she is working from a disadvantaged position. He or she can do one of the following: 1) Allow you to roll the 
dice with being accepted within the local PTI program which is available in most jurisdictions for first timers, or 
2) arrange a plea bargain with favorable conditions that permit you to later have the offense expunged from your
record. 

All of the scenarios discussed above are hypothetical and greatly depend on the jurisdiction you live in, the 
competence of the litigants, and your number of previous DWI arrests and convictions. Whether it be your public 
defender or retained counsel, be sure to listen carefully to the options they present prior to making a final decision 
while navigating this process. Speak with you again soon!

-Your DWI educator, Don R. Williams
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“AM I ABOUT TO LOSE MY DRIVER’S LICENSE?”

 The honest answer to the question posed is likely a resounding YES!!! The good news is that 
there may be possible work-arounds depending on the facts of your case and number of prior DWI 
convictions. Usually, if you can get to competent counsel in time, a DPS hearing can be requested. This 
will, in some instances, a�ord you the privilege of having a temporary driver’s license issued via the 
Department of Public Safety. In years past, this request had to be executed within 15 days. But the ball 
is always moving, so make sure to consult counsel to learn if you are within the time delay beginning 
from the night of your arrest. Upon securing the administrative hearing, the facts of your arrest will be 
heard before the administrative trial judge. If you are successful during that hearing, your driving 
privileges will be restored. (NOTE: DPS HEARINGS ARE RARELY SUCCESSFUL.)  

 If you are unsuccessful (like over 90% of the individuals that walk through that door), an appeal 
can be requested on your behalf. This appeal will permit counsel to challenge the result of the 
administrative hearing to a state district court, which subsequently permits counsel to request for a 
temporary driver’s license while your administrative hearing appeal and criminal litigation are pending. 
Most folks are unaware that the determination of your driving privileges and criminal penalties such 
as jail time are determined in separate venues. Now, this doesn’t mean that if you are convicted within 
criminal court that the trial judge will not place other restrictions upon you (like the requirement of an 
interlock device or other inconveniences). Some of those inconveniences are statutorily mandated after 
a conviction and others are within his or her discretion. 

That will be all for this chapter from your DWI educator
Don R. Williams. Speak with you again soon!
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The answer to the question posed in the title has a myriad of answers depending on how the episode 
between you and the arresting officer unfolded.
 The best-case scenario is that you had very little to drink, accompanied by an adequate meal which would 
have aided you in blowing under the legal limit of 0.08 – that’s if you were absent minded enough to blow in the 
first place, as most of us are. The second-best scenario is that during the traffic stop you elected to opt out of not 
only blowing within the breath test, but also what is called “field sobriety.” The third scenario involves you 
swerving while the officer had his headlight camera on your vehicle, allowing stumbling and slurred speech to 
dominate your interaction during “field sobriety,” and rendering a reading far in excess of 0.08 (in the 
neighborhood of 1.00) after blowing during the breath test.

If the best-case scenario presented itself, a competent representative will likely press the prosecution for a 
dismissal and totally ignore the prosecutors attempt to have you plea to a lesser offense or participate in PTI. This 
will ultimately end with a trial, where you will have the advantage (unless the prosecutor relents and dismisses the 
case). The second-best scenario will give competent counsel an opportunity to advocate for the amendment to a 
lesser charge or a dismissal with the leverage of the city or state prosecutor having minimal evidence. But this will 
depend on how you appeared to operate the vehicle while coming to a stop and your stupor upon exiting the 
vehicle and refusing field sobriety and the breath test. In the third scenario competent counsel has options, but he 
or she is working from a disadvantaged position. He or she can do one of the following: 1) Allow you to roll the 
dice with being accepted within the local PTI program which is available in most jurisdictions for first timers, or 
2) arrange a plea bargain with favorable conditions that permit you to later have the offense expunged from your
record. 

All of the scenarios discussed above are hypothetical and greatly depend on the jurisdiction you live in, the 
competence of the litigants, and your number of previous DWI arrests and convictions. Whether it be your public 
defender or retained counsel, be sure to listen carefully to the options they present prior to making a final decision 
while navigating this process. Speak with you again soon!

-Your DWI educator, Don R. Williams
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